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Welcome   

 Welcome to Kindergarten!  It is an exciting year, and I am so glad you have chosen 
Christ the King for your child!  I see my role as first and foremost, a partner with you in the 
education of your child.  You are your child’s primary teacher, and I look forward to enhancing 
the strong foundations you have already laid!   

 I have been a teacher at Christ the King Catholic School since the fall of 2000.  I 
graduated from Western Washington University in 1999 with my B.A in Sociology.  I completed 
my teacher certification also at Western Washington University in 2000.  My M. Ed. is in 
Curriculum and Instruction, with a focus on Literacy, from Grand Canyon University.   

 

Curriculum   

Religion: Our religion curriculum includes the Blest are We series (Silver Burdett), and the 
Second Step program. Second Step is designed to encourage kindness, empathy, and 
constructive, non-violent social problem solving. We pray daily in our classroom.  The students 
attend Mass every Friday.  The Kindergarten class will have the opportunity to lead the school 
Mass several times throughout the year.   

 

Reading: We use the Reader’s Workshop model for Reading in Kindergarten.  As part of this 
program we use the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt program, a research based program focused on 
vocabulary building, phonics, comprehension strategies, and fluency. Students also have a daily 
DEAR time (Drop Everything and Read) where they explore books of their choice. There are 
hundreds of books available for your child to read in our classroom.  These include predictable 
books, decodable books, easy readers, and chapter books.  They will learn how to select books 
that are “just right” for them.   

 

Writing: Our class uses the Writer’s Workshop model for writing.   This model will teach us 
about the writing process and how to write about our own lives and experiences.  Each month 
we will focus on a different theme for writing.  Our class uses the Handwriting Without Tears 
program.  This program integrates letter sounds with the formation of the letters.   Children will 
learn how to encode (build) and decode (break down) words.   
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Math: We use McGraw-Hill’s My Math.  Each lesson in this series connects to the Common 
Core Standards.  Our students explore whole numbers, patterns and operations, geometry, 
measurement, and problem solving. Kindergarten students will work in our math journals each 
week for problem solving activities.  Connections to other subject areas will also be 
emphasized. 

 

Science: Discovery and exploration are emphasized in our science curriculum.  Our Science 
Kits are from the Delta Science Modules program. Our Science units in Kindergarten are: 
“Investigating Water,”  “Observing an Aquarium,” and “Investigating Fabric.” Students also 
explore the seasons, weather, and different animals on a daily basis as the year progresses. 

 

Social Studies: We will learn about ourselves, families, communities, recycling, maps, as well 
as the United States and Mexico.  We will learn about all major holidays.   We use the Time for 
Kids magazine to help with our learning in Social Studies.   

 

Christ the King School has adopted the Common Core Standards for English/Language Arts 
and Math.  For information on the Common Core Standards, State Standards, or Archdiocesan 
standards, please visit the following websites: 

 

www.corestandards.org/ 

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/default.aspx 

http://www.seecelebrateandlive.org 
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The ABC’s of Kindergarten 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed regularly throughout the school year on both their academic work and  

participation.  The CKS grading scale is as follows:     

  

95% and 
above  

 4 Above Standard 

Student work is generally above the grade level expectations 

• Understands the key concepts with ease 
• Applies the processes and skills with ease 
• Extends the concepts, processes, and skills 

85%-94%  3 At Standard 

Student work is at the grade level expectations  

• Understands the key concepts with limited errors 
• Applies the processes and skills with limited errors 

70% - 84% 

 

 2 Approaching Standard 

Student work is progressing toward the grade level expectations  

• Sometimes understands the key concepts 
• Applies the processes and skills with errors 

69% and 
below 

 

 1 Below Standard 

• Student work is generally more than one grade level below the 
grade level expectations  

• Has difficulty understanding key concepts 
• Has difficulty applying processes and skills 
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Attendance   

The first bell rings at 8:20.  I will meet the class outside before the bell rings and lead them 
inside the classroom at 8:20.  Please do your best to be on time.   Children should say goodbye 
to parents outside.  This will allow your child to take an important step towards independence by 
hanging up their coats, backpacks, and turning in homework on their own. The second bell rings 
at 8:30 and children are considered late after the second bell. If you arrive after 8:30 in the 
morning, please check in with the office and pick up a pink slip to bring back to me.  School 
ends at 3:00 daily, with the exception of Wednesday when we are dismissed at 2:15.  Children 
can be picked up under the pavilion or at the pick up lanes.  

The attendance policy for Christ the King School is listed in your Family Handbook.  If you need 
to drop off your child late or pick them up early due to an appointment, please let me know via 
e-mail or a note in their take-home folder.    If someone other than you will pick up your child, 
please let me know.   

 

Birthdays 

On your child’s birthday, they may have privileged dress for the day.  If it is a Friday, they can 
wear their uniform to school, and can change after mass.  Treats may be brought to school to 
share with the class. (21 students, 2 teachers)  Small cupcakes, cookies, or brownies are the 
perfect size for our students.  If your child has a birthday during our vacation times, we will 
celebrate their half birthday.  Please do not send treat bags or party favors.   

 

If your child is having a party and inviting the whole class, they may pass their invitations out at 
school.  If this is not the case, please send them in the mail to avoid hurt feelings. 

 

Classroom Management  

Classroom Rules for Kindergarten 

1. Always listen when the teacher is talking. 
2. Follow directions quickly. 
3. Respect yourself, respect others, respect your school. 
4. Raise your hand to speak.   
5. Be safe, be honest.   
 

The classroom management system that I use is called “The Ribbit Report.”  Students start 
every day on the green lily pad.  They have the opportunity to move back up the lily pad if they 
make better choices during class.  A student who ends the day on the yellow or red lily pad will 
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bring a note home for you to read.  Please take this opportunity to talk with your child about how 
to make better choices during class. 

 

Green Lily Pad-Doing Great! 

Yellow Lily Pad-Five minutes owed during Choice Time and Note Home 

Red Lily Pad-Ten minutes owed during Choice Time and Note Home 

 

I use one main reward system for the class. The class works together to earn X’s on a chart 
when the entire class is working on task, following directions, etc.  When they get to 100, they 
will earn a class party. It is a great way to encourage students to work together, and support 
each other in their learning!   

 

Communication 

Every Friday, you will receive a weekly class newsletter via e-mail.  This will update you on what 
we did during the week, as well as any important dates or events coming up.  This is a great 
way to talk to your child about what they are learning about in class.   

 

A weekly folder is sent home from the office each week with the oldest child in the family.  Most 
information is sent electronically, although some items such as SCRIP information/envelopes 
will be sent in this folder.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
school or via e-mail.  However, I do not like to do conferences “on the fly.”  If you want to 
discuss something in-depth with me after school, please set up a time to meet. 
 
Conferences will be held from November 21-November 23.  Progress reports are mailed at 
midterm, and report cards will be mailed home at the end of each trimester. 

 

Field Trips 

These will relate to our Kindergarten curriculum.  You will be notified well in advance via a 
permission slip sent home with your child.  Parents are always needed as drivers, but several 
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procedures must be followed.  Parents must first take the Safe Environment class, as well as 
have their background check and insurance form turned into the school office.  Children should 
bring their booster seat on the morning of the field trip.   

 

Homework   

Homework will begin on Monday, September  26th.  It will come home in the form of a weekly 
packet that will be due on the following Friday.  There are two goals for the homework your 
student will do in Kindergarten.  The first is to develop responsibility for returning work 
completed and on time.  The second is to practice skills learned in class.  Please try to provide a 
regular and quiet place for your child to do their homework.  

 

Parties 

Our room parents will be helping to organize our class parties during the year.  Please watch for 
information that they will send out to you! 

 

Snack, Lunch, and Beverages 

Our class has snack every morning before first recess.  Please send a healthy snack with your 
child each day.  Some families might choose to label their child’s snack so that children will 
know which item is for snack and which is for lunch.  We drink water at snack time, so please 
send juice boxes for lunchtime only. 
 
Our school offers several options for purchasing lunch.  Please read more about this in the 
weekly packet. Chocolate and white milk is offered daily for our students for 35 cents.  We begin 
our lunchtime at 11:30, and begin clean up at 11:55. 

Star Student  
Each week we will have a star student in class.  The Star Student Schedule will include your 
child’s assigned week, as well as other important information.  During their week, the student 
will be asked to share a poster about themselves.  The poster will be provided on the Monday 
before their week in their take-home folder and needs to be returned by the following Monday. 

Take-Home Folders  

Your child’s take-home folder should be returned to school daily. This folder is different than the 
“Tuesday Folder” from the office. The take-home folder from our class has two parts: the “Leave 
at Home” side and the “Return to School” side.  It will contain the weekly homework packet, and 
work your child has completed.  Please go through the items in the “Leave at Home” side with 
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your child so that he/she can show off their work.  Any items in the “Return to School” side are 
to be looked at by you and returned to class.  Please return the folder every day!! 

Toys  
Please leave all toys at home!  We have a large assortment of stimulating manipulatives in the 
classroom.   

Volunteers 

We love volunteers in Kindergarten!  Parents can help either in the classroom or at home.  To 
volunteer in the classroom, parents must have completed the Safe Environment training, as well 
as completed the background check.  Classroom volunteer jobs include Literacy Volunteers, 
Library Volunteers, and Field Trip Volunteers.  Our room parents will help to coordinate our 
volunteers through Sign Up Genius.  If you are able to volunteer your time at home, please let 
me know and I will send projects home that will support our class.   

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or concerns. My email is 
mgalvan@ckseattle.org.  I am looking forward to a wonderful year together in Kindergarten! 

 

    Thank You, 

 

 

     Mrs. Galvan 

 


